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Howard University Alumni Found Mentoring Program for Inner-City Youth

Washington, D.C (October 14, 2009) –Nine alum of Howard University recently established a non-profit organization to positively impact the lives of youth, who are living in underserved communities throughout the Washington, DC metropolitan area. These former students-turned-young professionals have risen from their own inner city surroundings and are committed to restoring communities nationwide through the formation of Making a New United People, Inc. (M.A.N.U.P.).
The organization’s president, Brandon Johns, explains “’Man up’ is a term used to motivate an individual towards achieving goals and overcoming challenges.”  “Our youth are faced with circumstances situations that can be are exceedingly difficult to conquer, but with focus and hard work, all things are possible and that is what our programs are created to emphasize.”
The organization’s mission is to develop the next generation of successful leaders by impacting the lives of youth through the principles of education, social responsibility, self-empowerment and economic awareness.  Through these principles, M.A.N.U.P. has developed an aggressive slate of programs that will bring opportunities and resources to groups that otherwise have none.  

Through its staple programs, Becoming A Man and Becoming A Woman, M.A.N.U.P. engages young men and women on Tuesday evenings at the Takoma Park Community Center in Takoma Park, MD.  These programs offer mentoring, tutoring, round-table discussions, hands-on skills training, and a host of other activities centered around the organization's mission.  Monthly field trips are also included in the curriculum. 
In addition to its commitment to youth, M.A.N.U.P. is also committed to forging relationships with parents and teachers, as the organization realizes a successful support system must also be reinforced in the home and schools. “We understand the need for an all-encompassing approach to working with youth so that the initiatives we set in place aren’t forgotten when the kids leave our doors,” says Johns. Single-parenting classes, credit-building trainings, and college-preparation courses are slated to be implemented in the next 12 months. 
“The objective is to create a movement that urges young people to not be satisfied with the state of their communities, but to take an active role in restoring it.”  

To donate to the efforts M.A.N.U.P. is undertaking, please go to www.manupnow.org .
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